Interdisciplinary Pre-Service Training and Internships
at the Maryland Center for Developmental Disabilities

at Kennedy Krieger Institute

Preparing Future Leaders

The Maryland Center for Developmental Disabilities
(MCDD) is one of a national network of University
Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities
(UCEDDs) funded by the Administration on Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities. The MCDD pre-

service program prepares students and trainees for
leadership roles advancing opportunities for people with
disabilities. Undergraduate and graduate students from a
range of disciplines—including law, policy, public health,
education, social work, psychology, neuropsychology,
behavioral psychology, and occupational, physical and
speech-language therapies—train at the MCDD. Students
and trainees gain practical skills and knowledge about
the needs, strengths and perspectives of people with
disabilities across the lifespan. The pre-service program
integrates with our core projects to provide a variety of
mentored experiential and didactic activities.

Discipline-Specific Internships
Research and Policy

The MCDD works with universities and clinical
departments to offer significant research and policy
experiences as part of an overall pre-service preparation
experience. The cornerstone of this effort is the work
done through the Wendy Klag Center for Autism

and Developmental Disabilities at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health, including two funded
internships in which interns work directly with the
MCDD on research, evaluation and policy experiences.

Disability Perspective Experience

Through training from the point of view of families and

self-advocates, students have the unique opportunity to
discover and develop sensitivities to the complexities and
challenges facing people with disabilities on a daily basis.

Discipline-Specific Placements

Professionals and students are invited to train with the
MCDD in specific disciplines such as social work, law,
special education, psychology, and community, mental
and public health.

MCDD Teaching

MCDD staff members have faculty appointments
at local universities and actively teach courses

in behavioral and mental health, community and
organizational practices, disability right advocacy,
psychology, public health, social work, special
education law, and qualitative research.

Ty
Kennedy
Krieger



https://www.aucd.org/about-ucedds

https://www.aucd.org/about-ucedds

https://www.aucd.org/about-ucedds

Key Partners

The MCDD partners with many dedicated individuals and
organizations that work together to advance training
opportunities for students and professionals. Students
and trainees come from Maryland and around the nation.

Partners include:

« Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

- Towson University

« University of Baltimore School of Law

- University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law

« University of Maryland School of Social Work

CONTACT US

Maryland Center for Developmental Disabilities
at Kennedy Krieger Institute

To request or sponsor any of our training
sessions, please contact us by email at
Training.MCDD@KennedyKrieger.org or
phone at 443-923-9555.

For more information, visit:
KennedyKrieger.org/MCDD

Location
7000 Tudsbury Road
Baltimore, MD 21244

The photographs used are for illustrative purposes only, and any person shown is a model.

Kennedy Krieger Institute recognizes and respects the rights of employees, trainees, and patients and students, and their families. At Kennedy Krieger, we ground
our care, services, training and research in treating others with respect and civility. We respect the cultural identity of every person. Kennedy Krieger does not
discriminate against people based on, but not limited to, perceived or actual race, color, culture, ethnicity, national origin, age, language spoken, accent, marital
status, veteran or military status, immigration status, socioeconomic status (i.e., access to resources), physical or mental disability, religion, pregnancy status, sex,
sexual orientation, or gender identity or expression. We strive for equitable care for all individuals for whom we provide services, training, education and research
participation. We encourage employees, trainees, and patients and students, and their families, to become active partners in the services provided by asking
questions, seeking resources and advocating for their needs. Our culture of care is extended to our patients, the patients’ family members and other people served.
Here, “family” refers to parents, other family members, guardians, surrogate decision-makers and healthcare agents. ©2025 Kennedy Krieger Institute 4/2025
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