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Events  

CARDôs International Impact 

By Avery Rain, Research Assistant 

The International Meeting for Autism Research 

(IMFAR) was held in Baltimore, in May. This annual 

scientific convention brings leading autism spectrum 

disorder (ASD) scientists from around the world to   

exchange interdisciplinary progress in understanding 

and treating ASD. Dr. Rebecca Landa was the chair of 

the meeting. Over 2,000 people registered for IMFAR, with over 40 countries represented. Many 

employees of the Center for Autism and Related Disorders (CARD) at Kennedy Krieger presented 

at or attended IMFAR. In the week leading up to the conference, CARD demonstrated its role in the global ASD        

community by hosting tours to international visitors interested in the services and research available at CARD. We also 

hosted a successful and well-attended IMFAR Pre-Conference. This event, which took place the day before IMFAR, at 

Towson University, brought some of the most notable scientists in the field to our community to share and exchange   

ideas with families, educators, clinicians, members 

of state and local governments, and individuals with       

autism. Presenters shared new information on       

medical research, behavior techniques, technology 

and application, and delivering autism services.        

Attendees represented multiple professions from 

Hong Kong, Taiwan, Bermuda, and across the   

United States. We thank our community partners 

who assisted in planning the meeting. 
International visitors to CARD pose with Dr. Rebecca Landa and other CARD staff 
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Celebrating Autism Awareness Month  

April was a busy and exciting month at CARD! We commemorated  Autism Awareness Month with many important 

events, a few of which are recapped below. 

APRIL 30: The Center for Autism Dream Team 

raised over $4,000 for autism research at ROAR for 

Kids this year! We would like to thank everyone who         

participated in this beloved annual event. We         

introduced a new member of the CARD team: Roary 

the lion! Roary ran in the mascot race and gave many 

warm high-fives and hugs to children and families at 

the event. 

APRIL 1: Kennedy Krieger representatives joined 

Baltimore City Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, 

and Baltimore City Health Commisioner, Dr. Leana 

Wen, to kick off the month for Light It Up Blue. 

CARD parent Ozana Papados spoke about the impact 

CARD has had on her sonôs life. 

APRIL 22: CARD employees and friends joined together for the 

2nd Annual Paint for Autism Night, hosted by Painted Palette 

Baltimore. Attendees had a blast painting a Baltimore-themed 

autism awareness scene! 
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Free Upcoming STAR Trainings  

Toilet Training for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder and other Developmental Delaysð 

Wednesday, June 29, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., presented by Stacy Blasko, PhD, NCSP 

For more information or to register, visit 

 KennedyKriegerCARD.eventbrite.com. 

Sensory Friendly Library Visit  

The Pikesville Branch of the Baltimore County Public Library is hosting a sensory friendly early opening on Sunday, 

June 29, at 12:00 p.m.  Bring your child for an hour before the library opens to the public! For more information,       

contact the library at 410-887-1234. 


